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Biography 
Valery Pavlovich Androsov (b. September 12, 1950, the city of 
Miass, Chelyabinsk district). Having finished high school, he 
did his National Service in the Armed Forces. 

On completion, he joined the Lomonosov Moscow State 
University (Faculty of Philosophy), where he among others 
read Sanskrit and Ancient Indian culture. He graduated from 
the University in 1978.

In the same year he joined the Information Department of 
the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. Later in 1978 he entered the full-time postgraduate 
study at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the then Soviet 
Academy of Sciences (under supervision of Professor Grigory 
Bongard-Levin (August 26, 1933 –– September 30, 2008), 
academician of the USSR Academy of Sciences, Ph. D. habil. 
(hist), member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, 
History and Antiquities).
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Scientific Interests 

Professor Valery Androsov is a 
renowned specialist in the 
history of Buddhism, its 
teaching, literature, and 
philosophy. For over four 
decades he has been 
researching, translating, 
publishing and interpreting 
historical sources pertaining to 
the history of Ancient India 
and Tibet written in Sanskrit, 
Tibetan and occasionally in 
Pali. He is also internationally 
known for his key works on the 
history of Buddhist culture and 
the research methods in 
Buddhist studies. 

Science 

In May 1982, he submitted and 
successfully defended his Ph. 
D. (Hist. Sc.) Thesis ("The 
nirishvara concept in the 
ancient Indian philosophical 
and religious tradition (as 
reflected in the Tattva-
sangraha by Shantarakshita"), 
Division 07.00.08 - History of 
religions).
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Researches 
Throughout his academic career he has been extensively 
researching on the history of Indian Buddhism and culture, 
studying ancient canonical texts in Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan. 
He focused his studies on various aspects of teachings of 
Nagarjuna and Buddha Shakyamuni. These Buddhist names 
became the subject of his ten monographs (altogether he has 
authored seventeen), long chapters in five collective 
monographs and dozens of articles published in Russian, 
English and Serbo-Croatian. In addition, he researched and 
translated from Sanskrit into Russian many works of the 
outstanding representatives of the Indian culture in the 2nd—
8th centuries, such as Buddhagosha, Vasubandhu, Shantideva, 
Shantarakshita, Kamalashila. Special attention he also paid to 
the research methods as applied to the ancient Buddhism, its 
textual activity and its types, which was reflected in his 
monograph published abroad, as well as several articles and 
sections in other monographs authored by him.

The heritage of Buddhagosha, Vasubandhu, Shantideva, 
Shantarakshita, Kamalashila became the subject of Androsov’s 
Habilitation "Nagarjuna and his teachings" (Division 07.00.09 - 
History, source critical studies and methods of historical 
research), which was defended by at the Institute of Oriental 
Studies of the USSR Academy of Sciences (1991).
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Career 

In August 1978 joined the 
Information Department of the 
Institute of Oriental Studies of 
the USSR Academy of Sciences.

• Since January 1982, Androsov 
worked in the Department of 
History and Culture of the 
Ancient East of the Institute of 
Oriental Studies of the then 
Soviet Academy of Sciences. 
He had a successful academic 
career starting from a Junior 
Research Fellow, which 
culminated in the post of the 
Chief Research Fellow and the 
Head of the Section  of the 
Ancient history of South and 
East Asia. 

• In 1997, he was awarded the 
title of Professor of History as 
an acknowledgement of many 
years of lecturing on various 
aspects of the history of 
Buddhism at the Moscow 
Institute of Physics and 
Technology, the Institute of 
Asian and African Countries 
(Lomonosov Moscow State 
University), Eastern University 
and others Institutions.  

• Co-chairman of the Scientific 
Council of the Institute of 
Oriental Studies, RAS, the 
Chairman of the Council for 
the defense of doctoral and 
master's theses D 002.042.03 
(Historical Sciences).
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https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=30134285
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https://www.ivran.ru/dissertacionnyj-sovet-d00204203
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=HTS7fBlo3Xw&feature=emb_logo
http://video.ivran.ru/novosti?artid=13444
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https://www.ivran.ru/dissertacionnyj-sovet-d00204203
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Achievements and 
recognition  
The last twenty years Androsov re-visited the early Tibetan 
Buddhism, which to some extent became the subject of his 
research years ago when he was writing his Ph. D. Thesis. His 
interests lead to the Vajrayana (the Diamond Chariot) 
research. 

The Vajrayana is the third direction of Buddhism, which 
historically is practiced by the Buddhist population of 
Kalmykia, Buryatia, Tuva, and other regions of the Russian 
Federation. His studies resulted in a series of monographs, 
scholarly articles, and reference works, such as dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, etc. 

At present, Androsov’s research is focused on the root texts of 
the Diamond Chariot - the Hevajra Tantra and its early 
commentaries, as well as the Guhya-Samaja Tantra also with 
commentaries. Studies and translations of these tantras and 
commentaries were included in one of his last monographs - 
“Essays on the Study of Buddhism in Ancient India”.

International activities 
Professor Androsov actively participates in international 
research on Buddhism, Indian culture and Sanskrit studies. 
He delivered lectures and gave talks at many meetings and 
conferences held in Russia and abroad (India, Italy, Hungary, 
Mongolia, Austria, the Netherlands).  He is also involved in 
organization of international conferences. 

Editorial activity 
Since 2018, he has been the 
editor-in-chief of the 
international scholarly peer-
reviewed periodical Orientalistica.
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Career 

• From 1999 to 2005, he also 
served as a Head of 
Department of History at the 
Moscow Institute of Physics 
and Technology. 

• In 2006, he became the Head 
of the Department of History 
and Culture of the Ancient East 
at the Institute of Oriental 
Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.  

• On June 30, 2015 he was 
elected Director of the Institute 
of Oriental Studies of the RAS. 

Expert activities 

• Over the years, he was an 
active member of the Scientific 
Council “Religion and it’s Role 
in History” under the auspices 
of the Department of History 
and Philology of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. He is 
also a member of the Expert 
Council at the Russian 
Foundation for Basic Research 
(section: “Human Sciences”). 

• Since 2016 he is an Expert 
Consultant at the Public 
Chamber of the Russian 
Federation. 
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